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A Letter from Scholastic 


The simplest way to make sure that we raise literate children is to teach them to read, and to show them that reading 
is a pleasurable activity with the ability to “open a world of possible.” With children’s attention spans becoming shorter, 
combined with an unending information tsunami, the idea that reading is a pleasurable or even a preferred activity is 
altogether utopian. 


Videos, social media and video games have diminished reading time not only at home, but in the school schedule as well. 
With this in mind, we set out to learn directly from the source—parents and their children—how reading fits into daily lives. 


I'm delighted to share with you the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition, the first-ever survey of Indian children 
aged 6-17 and their parents—as well as parents of children aged O-—5—regarding their attitudes and behaviours around 
reading for pleasure. 


We surveyed more than 1,700 parents and kids—representing the country’s English-speaking population with access to 
the Internet—about topics such as reading aloud, reading independently at school, the predictors of children’s reading 
frequency, the level of importance that both children and parents place on reading skills, and finally, what children most 
want in books. 


In India we have a rich tradition of storytelling in the family through parents and grand-parents. Reading aloud at home is 
a wonderful shared experience between a parent and a child. Our survey overwhelmingly confirms that the vast majority 
of kids who are or were read books at home love being read aloud to or like it a lot, primarily because it’s a special time 
with their parents. 


The report also provides important insight on reading in school. Fifty percent of children aged 6-17 say their class or 
school has a designated time during the school day to read a book of their choice independently, but few kids have this 
opportunity frequently. Confirming the importance of this time, children who are given time for independent reading at 
school are more likely to enjoy reading books for fun, feel it is important, and do so frequently compared with those 
who are not. 
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While the debate of print versus ebooks rages on, our study found that more than six in ten children aged 6-17 (64%) have 
read an ebook, with our oldest children the most likely to have read digitally. Our survey also found that 80% of children 
aged 6-17 agree they will always want to read print books, even though there are ebooks available. 


When it comes to what kids want to read, we learned about the power of choice. Across all ages, an overwhelming majority 
of children (87%) say they would read more if they could find more books that they like. Further, kids agree that their 
favourite books—and the ones they are most likely to finish—are the ones they pick out themselves. 


Above all, children aged 6-17 want books that make them laugh, and what parents want in books for children is often the 
same as what kids want for themselves. 


The formula for every child to become a successful reader is filled with simple actions: have books available at home at all 
times, and be a reading role model; allow kids to read the books they choose to read; and set aside time—20 minutes or 
more each day—to read books for fun. With these practices, any child will not only become a fluent, skilled reader, but will 
also develop a love of books and reading that will last a lifetime. 


We hope that you'll share this data and join us in our call to be One Nation Reading Together by supporting reading for 
pleasure both at school and at home. We all have a part to play in getting every child to read. 


Sincerely, 


© 


/ 


Neeraj Jain 
Managing Director 
Scholastic India 
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Key Findings 


In fall 2015, Scholastic, in conjunction with YouGov, conducted a survey to explore family attitudes and behaviours in 

India around reading books for fun. The Key findings of this research are based on a sample of 1,752 parents and children, 
including 350 parents of children aged 0-5; 701 parents of children aged 6-17; plus one child aged 6-17 from the same 
household. All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking 
population with access to the Internet. 


The State of Kids & Reading 


> More than three-quarters of children aged 6-17 (77%) believe reading books for fun is extremely or very important. 
(Page 8) 


> Eight in ten children aged 6-17 (81%) say they love reading books for fun or like it a lot, with girls being more likely 
than boys to say they love reading books for fun. (Pages 9 & 10) 


> One-third of children aged 6-17 (32%) report they are frequent readers, but overall, nine in ten kids (92%) say they read 
books for fun at least one day a week. (Page 13) 


> Across ages, close to nine in ten children (87%) say they know they should read more books for fun; the same number 
of parents (86%) wish their child would read more books for fun. (Page 20) 


> As children grow older, reading competes with many screen-related activities and 85% of parents with kids aged 6-17 
agree: “I wish my child would do more things that did not involve screentime.” (Pages 14 & 15) 


> Parents and children agree by a wide margin that strong reading skills are among the most important skills children 
should have. (Page 17) 
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SPOTLIGHT: What Makes Frequent Readers 


> Frequent readers, those who read books for fun 5-7 days a week, differ substantially from infrequent readers—those 
who read books for fun less than one day a week. For instance, 89% of frequent readers are currently reading at least 
one book for fun compared with only 17% of infrequent readers. (Page 24) 


> There are four dynamics that are among the most powerful predictors of reading frequency for children aged 6-17: 
e How often a child is read books aloud 
e Achild’s reading enjoyment 
e Parents’ reading frequency 
e Achild’s confidence that they do the best job picking out books (Page 21) 


> For children aged 6-11, additional predictors of reading frequency include having frequent opportunities to read a 
book of their choice independently during the school day, and being read aloud to 5—7 days a week prior to entering 
playschool. (Page 22) 


> For children aged 12-17, additional predictors of reading frequency include enjoying the books they pick out 


themselves, and getting opportunities to read books of their choice independently during the school day. (Page 23) 


Reading Aloud at Home 


> Eighty-nine percent of parents with children aged 0-17 (89%) agree it is important for their children to be reading 
books for fun. (Page 26) 


> Parents of children aged 0-5 say developing vocabulary and language skills is the top benefit they want their children 
to get from reading books for fun. (Page 27) 
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Key Findings 


> Parents of children aged O-—5 say they primarily started reading aloud to their children because they wanted them to 
start learning about letters and words, and because they wanted their child to enjoy books. Six in ten parents (60%) say 
they began reading books aloud to their child when their child was two years or older. (Pages 30 & 32) 


> About half of parents with O-5 year-olds (52%) received the advice that children should be read books aloud from 
birth, most commonly from their child's grand-parents. (Page 31) 


SPOTLIGHT: Kids’ Views on Reading Aloud 


> Across all ages, the overwhelming majority of kids (85%) say they love(d) being read books aloud at home or like(d) it 
a lot—the main reason being because it is a special time with parents. (Pages 34 & 35) 


> Of those children aged 6-11 whose parents no longer read books aloud at home, more than half (57%) did not want 
their parents to stop. (Page 36) 


Reading in School 


> While half of children aged 6-17 (53%) say they read books for fun mostly out of school, one-third (32%) say they 
read at home and school about equally, and 13% say they read for fun mostly in school. (Page 38) 


> Children aged 6-17 who are given time for independent reading at school are more likely to enjoy reading books for 
fun, feel it is important, and do it frequently compared with those who are not; this is especially true for older children. 
(Pages 42 & 43) 


> One-third of children aged 6-17 (33%) say they have the opportunity to read a book of their choice independently as a 
class, and one-quarter (24%) say they do this as a school, yet these opportunities rarely happen every or almost every 
school day. (Page 39) 
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SPOTLIGHT: Sources for Finding Books 


> Libraries, the school book fair and book club flyer, and bookshops are far and away the top sources children aged 6-17 
use to find books to read for fun. Parents also frequently turn to the school book fair or book club flyer to find books 
for their child to read for fun, followed by bookshops and libraries. (Pages 44 & 45) 


> More than eight in ten kids aged 6-17 (82%) cite one of their parents as someone from whom they get ideas about 
which books to read for fun, while many also turn to teachers, librarians and friends. (Page 46) 


What Kids Want in Books 


> Across all ages, an overwhelming majority of kids (87%) say they would read more if they could find more books that 
they like, and kids of all ages agree that their favourite books—and the ones they are most likely to finish—are the ones 
they pick out themselves. (Pages 49 & 48) 


> About half of parents of children aged 6-17 (52%) say their child has trouble finding books they like, while three- 
quarters of parents (75%) say they themselves need help finding books their child likes. (Pages 51 & 52) 


> Above all, children aged 6-17 want books that make them laugh, and what parents want in books for children is 
often the same as what kids want for themselves. (Pages 54 & 57) 


SPOTLIGHT: Print Books in a Digital World 


> More than six in ten children aged 6-17 (64%) have read an ebook; this likelinood increases with age. (Page 61) 


> Eighty percent of children aged 6-17 agree they will always want to read print books, even though there are 
ebooks available. (Page 64) 
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SECTION I: 


The State of Kids & Reading 


More than three-quarters of children (77%) believe reading books 
for fun is extremely or very important. 


Children’s Views on the Importance of Reading Books for Fun 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


@ Extremely important @ Very important 


71% 


Total Aged Aged Aged Aged 
Kids 6-8 9-11 12-14 15-17 


QK4. How important is it to you to read [ADDED FOR KIDS AGED 6-8: or look at] books for fun? This means 
reading books that are not part of your schoolwork or homework [ADDED FOR KIDS AGED 6-8: and could 
mean reading by yourself or with someone else]. 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking 
population with access to the Internet. 
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Further, eight in ten children (81%) say they love reading books for 
fun or like it a lot. 


Degree to Which Children Enjoy Reading Books for Fun 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


@ | love it @/ like ita lot 


81x 83% 81% 19% 80x 


Total Aged Aged 
Kids 6-8 9-11 


QK5. How much do you enjoy reading books for fun? 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking 
population with access to the Internet. 
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Degree to Which Children Enjoy Reading Books for Fun 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


@ | love it @ | like it a lot 


78% 84% 


Boys Girls 


QK5. How much do you enjoy reading books for fun? 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking 
population with access to the Internet. 
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Three in ten children (29%) consider themselves “good” readers and — 9-year-old girl 
this confidence increases with age. 


How Children Feel About Themselves as Readers 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


@ I'magood reader @/ have alittle trouble reading 
@ |'man OK reader @ Reading is hard for me 


39% 
26% 
21» 
Aged Aged Aged Aged 
6-8 9-11 12-14 15=17 


Total Kids 


QK37. How do you describe yourself as a reader? 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country's English-speaking 
population with access to the Internet. 
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— 11-year-old girl 


Overall, seven in ten children (71%) say they are currently reading 
at least one book for fun, with younger kids more likely to say this 
than older kids. 


Whether Children Are Currently Reading Books for Fun 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


@ Currently reading a book for fun 
@ Not currently reading a book for fun, but just finished one 


@ Haven't read a book for fun in a while 


74% 76% 70% 
64x 
Aged Aged Aged Aged 
Total Kids 6-8 9-11 12-14 15-17 


QK10. Which best describes you? 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking 
population with access to the Internet. 
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One-third of children (32%) report they are frequent readers, but 


overall, nine in ten kids (92%) say they read books for fun at least 
one day a week. 


Frequency with Which Children Read Books for Fun 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


@ Frequent readers (read books for fun 5-7 days a week) 
@ Moderately frequent readers (read books for fun 1-4 days a week) 


@ Infrequent readers (read books for fun less than one day a week) 


K:374 
34% 30x Ze 


Aged Aged Aged Aged 


Total Kids 6-8 aint 12-14 15-17 
QK7a. How many days a week do you read [ADDED FOR KIDS AGED 6-8: or look at] books for fun? Ve 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking 
population with access to the Internet. 


of parents with kids 
aged 6-17 say 
they personally read 
books for fun 
5-7 days a week. 
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As children grow older, reading competes with many activities, 
particularly for children aged 15-17. 


Percentage of Children Who Do Activities 5—7 Days a Week 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


@ Aged 6-8 Aged 9-11 Aged 12-14 Aged 15-17 


18 


= 


Visit social networking sites like Go online on a computer Watch videos 
Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, etc. for fun, not for school on YouTube 
19% 20% 
| 
Use a mobile to Use a smartphone/other 
text or talk handheld device for going online 


QK2b. Now we'd like to know how many days in a week you do each of these activities. Please 
check one box under the column that best describes how often you do each activity in a typical week. 


NOTE: Items with key differences shown in chart. All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition 
represent the country’s English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 
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Parents are concerned about the amount of time their children 
spend on screen-related activities. 


Percentage of Parents Who Feel Their Children Spend 
Too Much Time on Each Activity 
Base: Parents of Children Aged 6-17 Who Do Each Activity 


@ Aged 6-8 Aged 9-11 Aged 12-14 Aged 15-17 


34% 
28x 


Use a mobile to text Visit social networking sites Use a smartphone/ Watch TV, DVDs 
or talk like Instagram, Facebook, other handheld device or videos 
Twitter, etc. for going online 


QP1. For each activity, please say whether you think your child spends way too much time, too much time, not enough time 
or if you are OK with the amount of time he/she spends on the activity. 


NOTE: Items with key differences shown in chart. All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s 
English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 
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HUET E suc Benefits Parents Most Want Their Child to Get from Reading Books for Fun 


HES EEAMESE Et Base: Parents of Children Aged 6-17 
— Guardian, 15-year-old girl 


(7 
56% 55% 
Developing Learning from Using his/her Having time Becoming excited 
vocabulary and inspiring characters imagination to relax about reading 


language skills 


45x 44 
38% 

Discovering Learning ways Being successful Spending time Being able to 
things he/she might to deal with in school away from forget about real 
not experience experiences he/she technology life for a while 

first-hand is going through 


QP4. When you think about the benefits of reading books for fun, which of the following are the top benefits 
you most want your child to get from reading books for fun? 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking 
population with access to the Internet. 


16 | KIDS & FAMILY READING REPORT 
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— Mother, 14-year-old boy 


Parents and children agree by a wide margin that strong reading 
skills are among the most important skills children should have. 


Parents’ and Children’s Views on the Three Most 
Important Skills Kids Should Have 
Base: Parents of Children Aged 6-17 (Left) and Children Aged 6-17 (Right) 


Parents Kids 
Strong reading skills 60x Strong reading skills 
eae Song cpu his 
Strong social skills Patel 
Strong maths skills 39% Strong maths skills 
Strong writing skills Strong writing skills 
Strong computer skills 33% Strong social skills 
Strong physical or 33% Strong physical or 


athletic ski 


n 


QP47. In your opinion, of the following list, which three 


skills are the most important for your child to have? 


athletic ski 


n 


QK13. In your opinion, of the following list, which 
three skills are the most important for you to have? 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking 
population with access to the Internet. 
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Younger children consider strong reading skills to be the most 
important by far, but kids aged 15-17 say strong computer skills and 
critical thinking skills are just as important. 


Children’s Views on the Three Most Important Skills Kids Should Have 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


@ Aged 6-8 Aged 9-11 Aged 12-14 Aged 15-17 
65% 
49x 
34% 
Strong reading skills Strong computer skills Strong critical thinking skills Strong maths skills 
40x 39% 
27% 
Strong writing skills Strong social skills Strong physical or 


athletic skills 


QK13. In your opinion, of the following list, which three skills are the most important for you to have? 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country's English-speaking population with 
access to the Internet. 
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physical or athletic skills. 


Children’s Views on the Three Most Important Skills Kids Should Have 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


@ Boys @ Girls 


66% 
54% 50x 
| | | 


Strong reading Strong computer Strong critical Strong maths 


Skills skills thinking skills skills 


44x 40x 
ee 31s 
| | 


Strong writing ! Strong social | Strong physical 
Skills skills or athletic skills 


QK13. In your opinion, of the following list, which three skills are the most important for you to have? 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking 
population with access to the Internet. 
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— Father, 11-year-old boy 


Across ages, close to nine in ten children (87%) say they know they 
should read more books for fun; the same number of parents (86%) 


wish their child would read more books for fun. 


Parents’ and Children’s Agreement with Statements on Reading Books for Fun 


Base: Parents of Children Aged 6-17 (Left) and Children Aged 6-17 (Right) 


“| wish my child would read 
more books for fun" 


“| Know | should read 
more books for fun" 


ide 86x 84x iti 86x 85x 
Aged Aged Aged Aged Aged Aged Aged Aged 
6-8 Caalil 12-14 WSS Aly/ 6-8 abil 12-14 15 S17; 


Total Parents 8 6 ° 
%o 


QP35. Please indicate whether you agree strongly, 
agree somewhat, disagree somewhat, or disagree 
strongly with each of the following statements. 


Total Kids T° 
8 % 


QK15. Please say whether you agree a lot, agree a 
little, disagree a little, or disagree a lot with each of 
the following statements. 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking 


population with access to the Internet. 
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SPOTLIGHT: 


What Makes Frequent Readers [iRiiames 
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Top Predictors of Reading Frequency 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


@ Frequent readers @ Infrequent readers 


63% 
53% 


5% 
— 


3% 


36% 
= Ee 
| | ! 


| I I 
Aged 6-11 Aged 12-17 Aged 6-11 Aged 12-17 Aged 6-11 Aged 12-17 Aged 6-11 Aged 12-17 


Child has parents Child says they love or Child has parents who Child says the person 
who read them like reading books for are frequent readers who does the best job 
books aloud 5-7 fun a lot picking out books to read 

days a week for fun is “Me” 


NOTE: Regression analysis was used to construct two models to predict children’s reading frequency, one each among children aged 
6-11 and 12-17. The data shown above are among frequent readers (children who read books for fun 5-7 days a week) and infrequent 
readers (those who read books for fun less than one day a week). Data in this and the next two charts are generally presented in the 
order of their importance to the regression model. All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the 
country’s English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 
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SPOTLIGHT: What Makes Frequent Readers 
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Additional Predictors of Reading Frequency 
Base: Children Aged 6-11 


@ Frequent readers © Infrequent readers 


40x 
20x 5s 6% 
=z a 
Child reads book of choice Parent reports reading aloud 
independently as a class or on their 5-7 days a week before child 
own time every or almost every entered playschool 
school day 


NOTE: Data in this chart are part of the regression model for children aged 6-11. All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading 
Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 
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For children aged 12-17, additional predictors of reading frequency 
include enjoying the books they pick out themselves and getting 
opportunities to read books of their choice independently during the 


school day. 


Additional Predictors of Reading Frequency 
Base: Children Aged 12-17 


@ Frequent readers @ Infrequent readers 


93% 
83% 
72% 
| 
| 


104 


Child's favourite books are the Child reads book of choice is the re MY) g-Te [= 
ones they pick out themselves independently as a class, school, or on C 
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SPOTLIGHT: What Makes Frequent Readers 


The total number of books read annually by frequent readers is 
dramatically higher than the number read by infrequent readers. 


Average Number of Books Children Have Read in the Past Year 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


Aged 6-11 Aged 12-17 
- 24.7 
8 
4.4 
=a || 
Frequent readers Infrequent readers Frequent readers Infrequent readers 


QK20a/b. About how many books have you read in the past year? 


NOTE: This question asks about reading books in general, not just ‘reading books for fun." All data presented in the Kids 
& Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 
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What Makes Frequent Readers: 


The Most Powerful Predictors 


Say their favourite books are the ones they pick 
out themselves 


Read independently as a class, school or on their own 
time during the school day 


These kids read an average of 


24.7 BOOKS PER YEAR 


vs. 8 by infrequent readers 


Read independenily as a class or on 
Have parents who ee seh time every or almost every 
| read them books aed 
aloud 5-7 days 
| a week Have been read aloud to 5—7 days a week 
before entering playschool 
- Love or like reading 
books for fun a lot 
These kids read an average of 
= Have parents 
who are frequent 24.5 BOOKS PER YEAR 
| readers I= | vs. 4.4 by infrequent readers 
al Say they do the 
best job of picking 
a out books to read 
for fun 


To determine what predicts kids’ reading 


frequency, more than 130 measures were 
akeil@Kel=telam- late] «-ss1e) altel al-IWASISe 


SECTION II: 


Reading Aloud at Home 


Parents of children aged 0-17 agree it is important for their kids 
to read books for fun. 


Parents’ Views on Importance of Child Reading Books for Fun 
Base: Parents of Children Aged 0-17 


@ Extremely important ©@ Very important 


40x 
° fe) ° 
87% 94% 91x 
54% 
Parents of kids aged 0-2 Parents of kids aged 3-5 Parents of kids aged 6-8 


89% 87% 85% 


Parents of kids aged 9-11 Parents of kids aged 12-14 Parents of kids aged 15-17 


QP%. How important is it to you that your child reads books for fun [ADDED FOR PARENTS OF KIDS AGED 0-5: 
as your child grows up]? 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking 
population with access to the Internet. 
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More than anything else, parents of children aged 0—5 say developing 
vocabulary and language skills is the top benefit they want their kids 
to get from reading books for fun. 


Percentage of Parents Who Say Each Is a Top Benefit They Want 
Their Child to Get from Reading Books for Fun 


Base: Parents of Children Aged 0-5 


Developing vocabulary and language skills 
Using his/her imagination 
Learning from inspiring characters 


Being successful in school 


Discovering things he/she might 
not experience first-hand 


Becoming excited about reading 


Learning ways to deal with experiences 
he/she is going through 


Having time to relax 
Spending time away from technology 


Being able to forget about real life for a while 


QP4. When you think about the benefits of reading books for fun, which of the following are the top benefits 
you most want your child to get from reading books for fun as your child grows up? 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking 
population with access to the Internet. 


| READING ALOUD AT HOME 


Parents feel that talking with their children, reading aloud, and 
talking about books are particularly important to developing their 
child's vocabulary and language skills. 


Percentage of Parents Who Say Each Activity Is Extremely/Very Important 
in Developing Child's Language Skills 
Base: Parents of Children Aged 0-5 


Talk together, in general 
Talk about books with your child 


Read children’s books aloud 


Read signs, labels, etc. during 
daily activites 


Tell made-up stories 


QP6. How important do you think it is to do each of following with your child in order to develop 
his/her language skills? 


NOTE: Top five items based on importance are shown in chart. All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading 
Report™, India Edition represent the country's English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 
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Yet, what parents of children aged O—5 say is important for early 
language development isn't always happening 5-7 days a week. 


Comparison of Parents’ Views on the Importance of Activities to Develop Child's 
Language Skills and Whether Each Activity Happens at Home 5-7 Days a Week 
Base: Parents of Children Aged 0-5 


Extremely/Very important @ Child experiences each 5-7 days a week 


63% 
44% 47% 43% 43% 
| | | | 
Talk together, Talk about books Read children’s Read signs, Tell made-up 
in general with your child books aloud labels, etc. during stories 


daily activities 


QP6. How important do you think it is to do each of following with your child in order to develop his/her 
language skills? 


QP36. Thinking about activities your child might participate in or do at home, about how many days a week, 
if any, is each of these experienced by your child at home? 


NOTE: Top five items based on importance are shown in chart. All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, 
India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 


| READING ALOUD AT HOME 


Parents of children aged O—5 say they primarily started reading aloud 
to their child because they wanted them to start learning about letters 
and words, and because they wanted their child to enjoy books. 


Percentage of Parents Who Say Their Child Was Read Books Aloud at Home 
Before Age 6 and Reasons Reading Aloud Started 
Base: Parents of Children Aged 0-5 


Wanted my child to start learning 
about letters and words 


° Wanted my child to enjoy books 
96% y chi to enioy 


of parents 
started reading 


books aloud at home 
before their child Wanted my child to develop 


turned 6 vocabulary and language skills 


My child started to understand words 


My child started to talk 


QP25. Thinking back, how old was your child when he/she first started being read books aloud at home by you or 
another family member? 


QP24. Which of the following are among the main reasons you (or another family member) started reading books aloud 
to your child? Base for question results is the 96% of parents with kids who were read aloud to at home before age 6. 


NOTE: Top five items based on importance are shown in chart. All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition 
represent the country’s English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 
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Half of parents with O—5 year-olds (52%) received the advice that 
children should be read books aloud from birth, most commonly 
from their child's grand-parents. 


Percentage of Parents Who Received Advice That Children Should Be 
Read Aloud to from Birth and Sources of Advice 
Base: Parents of Children Aged 0-5 Who Received This Advice When Their Child Was a Baby 


My child's grand-parents 

Parenting books 

Parenting magazines 

Other relatives/friends 

5 2% Teachers that | Know 
Other parents 

Websites or blogs 


My child's doctor 


Hospital or delivery staff 
when my child was born 


QP52. Thinking back to when your child was a baby, did you hear, read or receive advice that your child should be 
read to aloud from birth? 


QP53. Which of the following were sources of the advice to read aloud from birth? 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking population 
with access to the Internet. 
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Yet, just 27% say they started reading aloud before their child was one 
year old. Six in ten parents of children aged 0—5 (60%) say they began 
reading books aloud to their child at two years or older. 


Age of Child When Reading Books Aloud at Home Started 
Base: Parents of Children Aged 0-5 


@ Less than 3 months 
@ 3 to less than 6 months 


21% 


Less than 


@ 6 months to less than one year 
one year old 


@ One to less than two years 
@ Two years or older 


@ Child is/was not read to 


QP25. Thinking back, how old was your child when he/she first started being read books 


aloud at home by you or another family member? 
e) NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s 
fe) English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 


of parents with kids 
EYet-Yo Ml Ohare Galea t-[e| 
EL ColUro Mom dal-yi axel ali Col a-Val 


fe) c= i=) am eo) dl ala elele). cy 
be read aloud, while 
27% prefer ebooks. 
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“I love to listen. My 
mum reads with 
expressions, which 
Many children aged O—5 are read books aloud a few days a week, with I like.” 
nearly all kids read to at least occasionally. ey caaels ou 


Frequency with Which Parents Say Their Child Ils Read Books Aloud at Home 
Base: Parents of Children Aged 0-5 


@ 5-7 days a week 
@ 3-4 days a week 
@ 1-2 days a week 


96% 


say child is 
read books 
aloud 


@ Less often than once a week 


@ Never 


QP19. Overall, considering all the people in your family (including yourself) who read books 
aloud to your child, how often are books currently read aloud to him/her in your home? 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country's 
English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 
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Across all ages, the overwhelming majority of children (85%) say they 
love(d) being read books aloud at home or like(d) it a lot. 


Degree to Which Children Enjoy(ed) Being Read Books Aloud at Home 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 Who Are or Were Read Books Aloud at Home 


| love(d) it @ 1 like(d) it a lot 


7% 


85, I 


83% Ml 84s. BD a7, M 84. 


Total Aged Aged Aged Aged 
Kids 6-8 9-11 12-14 15-17 


QK25a. Do you like it when you are read books aloud at home? OR Did you like being read books aloud at home when 
you were younger? 


NOTE: Among children aged 6-17, 14% say they like(d) being read to aloud a little; 0% say they do/did not like it at all. All data presented 
in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country's English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 
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Children most enjoy being read books aloud because it’s a special 
time with a parent; they also think reading together is fun. 


Reasons Children Enjoy(ed) Being Read Aloud to at Home 


Base: Children Aged 6-17 Who Are or Were Read Books Aloud at Home and 
Love(d) or Like(d) it a Lot 


It is/was a special time with my parent 


Reading together is/was fun 
It is/was relaxing to be read to before | 
go/went to sleep 


| get/got to listen to books that might be/may 
have been too hard for me to read on my own 


| get/got to talk about the books with the 
person reading to me 


| like(d) to hear the different voices the person 
reading to me uses/used 


| like(d) not having to do the reading by myself 


QK25b. Which of these, if any, are reasons you like(d) being read aloud to at home? 


NOTE: Data in this chart are among the 74% of kids who report they are or were read books aloud at home 
and who love(d) it, or like(d) it a lot. All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition 
represent the country’s English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 
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“It is relaxing before 

fo Coy] ale m com (-1-) oma Lae [V3 
raat=w- Mol at-1aleX-m com-y ol-ale, 
time with my dad.” 
—7-year-old boy 


SPOTLIGHT: Kids’ Views on Reading Aloud 


More than half of children (57%) aged 6-11 whose parents no longer 
read books aloud at home did not want their parents to stop. 


Whether or Not Children Were Ready for Reading Aloud to Stop 
Base: Children Aged 6—11 Who Were Read Books Aloud at Home 


@ | wanted reading aloud to continue 
@ | was ready for reading aloud to stop 


@ It didn't really matter to me if reading aloud stopped or not 


QK26. When your parent or family member stopped reading to you, were you ready for it to stop, did you want 
it to continue or did you not really care either way? 


NOTE: Data in this chart are among the 53% of kids aged 6-11 who say they are no longer read books aloud at home. All data 
presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking population with access 
to the Internet. 
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Read Aloud: Start Early & Keep Going 


Among kids aged 6-17 
85x ENJOY(ED) BEING READ 
ALOUD TO AT HOME because: 


Among parents of kids aged 0-5 


52% RECEIVED ADVICE 


that children should be read aloud to from birth 


of these parents received this advice It's a special time with my parent 


from their child’s grand-parents 
| | Reading together is fun 
It's relaxing to be read to before | go to sleep 
| ee | iT | Pair 


fp —s 
| At two years or older | - & il\ 
[r=] 


Before age one Among kids aged 6-11 who are 
latom Co) ale(=1alc-r-leM-|(ol¥lomvom- lalate) aal= 


| Before three months old | 57% WI S | IT ms PAND) (ee) NTI N U E D) 


SECTION III: 


Reading in School 


While half of children (53%) say they read books for fun mostly out 
of school, one-third (32%) say they read at home and school about 
equally, and 13% say they read for fun mostly in school. 


Where Children Read Books for Fun 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


@ Mostly in school 


@ About the same amount at 
home and in school 


@ Mostly out of school 


@ Do not read books for fun 


QK9. Where do you read books for fun? 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking 
population with access to the Internet. 
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One-third of children say they have the opportunity to read a book of 
their choice independently as a class (33%), and one-quarter say they 
do this as a school (24%), yet these opportunities rarely happen every 
or almost every school day. 


Frequency with Which Children Read a Book of Their Choice Independently 
in School as a Class, During Available Free Time and as a School 


Base: Children Aged 6-17 


Every or almost every school day @ 2-3 times a week @ 2-3 times a month or less often Never 


53% 22% im 24% 


Reading as a Class Reading on Own Time Reading as a School 
QK33a/b. During the school day is there a time when you read a book of your choice independently (not including 
textbooks)? If yes, which situation applies? 

QK34. How often does each situation apply? 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking population 
with access to the Internet. 
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“It is very enjoyable, 

F Vato me [-1 mi vol (-)-l dam (ole) 

of new words.” 

= 7-yeor-old bay Nearly three-quarters of children (72%) express positive feelings 
about independent reading time at school, while just under half of 
kids (47%) express negative feelings. More than four in ten say this 
time is one of their favourite parts of the school day or that they wish 
they'd do this more often. 


How Children Feel About Independent Reading Time at School 


Base: Children Aged 6-17 Who Read Independently 
with Their Class or School at a Certain Time 


| wish we would do this more often 72% 
° 


It's one of my favourite ( Positive Items 
parts of the school day 


| wish we would do this less often 


47% 


Negative Items 


I'm usually really bored 


I'm usually distracted and don't 
spend much time reading 


QK36. Which of these, if any, describe how you feel about independent reading at school (when you 
do this as a class or school)? 


NOTE: Data in this chart are among the 50% of kids who read independently with their class or school 
at a certain time. All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s 
English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 
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“| share what | read 
with my friends.” 
— 11-year-old boy 


When asked for reasons they may enjoy independent reading time 
in school, children say they like sharing books and reading with 
friends; when asked why they do not really enjoy this time, kids say 
they already study all the time and feel too busy. 


Reasons Children Do and Do Not Enjoy Independent Reading Time in School 


Base: Children Who Say Positive Things About Reading in School and not Negative Things (Left); 
Children Who Say Negative Things About Reading in School and not Positive Things (Right) 


Reasons Children Enjoy Independent Reasons Children Do Not Enjoy Reading Independent 
Reading Time in School Reading Time in School 
| like sharing books/ We already study all the time/ 
reading with friends | just feel too busy 
| just like it | just don't like it 
It helps me learn | get distracted 
| like being independent I'd rather play/be with friends 


| can focus on reading and 
escape school/it's relaxing 


It’s fun | have trouble reading |) 3% 


It's hard to find books 
| want to read 


It’s boring 4% 


| like the stories 


It makes me feel good 4», 


It's a good way to pass time || 2% 


QK36a. You mentioned that independent reading at school is one of your favourite parts of the day. Please tell 
us more about why...150 responses 


QK36b. You mentioned that you don't really enjoy independent reading at school or that you wish you could 
do this less often. Please tell us more about why...72 responses 


NOTE: Data in this chart are gathered from children’s open-ended responses to the above questions. All data presented in the 
Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 
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“It is just something 

when I can be away 

icelaamaiharcicelel (=r lale| 

relax, because | need Children who are given time for independent reading at school are 
some time to have more likely to enjoy reading books for fun, feel it is important, and do 


NEC MESO 0 so frequently compared with those who are not. 
routine.” 


— 8-year-old boy 


Children’s Behaviours and Views on Reading Books for Fun 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


Children who read as a class or school ©@ Children who do not read as a class or school 


78% 
cs 72% 
62% 
32% 


Love or like Feel reading books Are currently Feel kids their Read books for fun 
reading books for for fun is extremely/ reading a book age should read 5-7 days a week 
fun a lot very important for fun books for fun 


5-7 days a week 


NOTE: Data shown are from multiple questions and highlight select differences between children who do and do not read as a Class or 
school. All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking population with 
access to the Internet. 
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Further, reading in school has a greater impact on the views and 
behaviours of older children than younger ones. 


Children’s Behaviours and Views on Reading Books for Fun 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


Children who read as a class or school @ Children who do not read as a class or school 


74x 75% 69>, 70% 
| | | 


Aged 6-11 | Aged 12-17 Aged 6-11 Aged 12-17 Aged 6-11 Aged 12-17 


82x 


Love or like reading Feel reading books for Are currently reading a 
books for fun a lot fun is extremely/very book for fun 
important 


34% 29% f 30 
| | 


Aged 6-11 Aged 12-17 Aged 6-11 | Aged 12-17 


Feel kids their age Read books for fun 
should read books for 5-7 days a week 
fun 5-7 days a week 


NOTE: Data in this chart are from multiple questions and highlight select differences between children who do and do not read as a class or 
school. All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking population with 
access to the Internet. 
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Libraries, the school book fair and book club flyer, and bookshops 
are far and away the top sources children use to find books to read 
for fun. As kids grow older, they increasingly turn to websites and 
blogs to get inspiration for reading. 


Sources Children Use to Find Books to Read for Fun 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


) Aged 6-11 @ Aged 12-17 


66x 
33% 
: 
| | | | | 
Library School book Bookshop Websites that School Blogs by Social media 
fair/book club sell or reading list authors or (like Facebook, 
flyer (Net) recommend or website readers Pinterest, 
books Instagram) 


63% 61% 59% 29% 26% 17% 17% 


Total Total Total Total Total Total Total 


QK44. Which of the following sources do you use to find books to read for fun? 


NOTE: The net item combines “school book fair” and “school book club flyer.” Top seven items are shown in chart. All data presented in 
the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking population with access to the Internet.. 
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Parents most frequently turn to the school book fair or book 
club flyer to find books for their child to read for fun, followed by 
bookshops and libraries. 


Sources Parents Use to Help Find Books for Their Child to Read 
Base: Parents of Children Aged 6-17 


School book fair/book club flyer (Net) 
Bookshop 

Library 

Websites that sell or recommend books 


School reading list or website 


Social media (like Facebook, 
Pinterest, Instagram) 


Blogs by authors and readers 


QP44. Which of the following sources do you use to find books for your child to read for fun? 


NOTE: The net item combines “school book fair” and “school book club flyer.” All data presented in the Kids & Family 
Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country's English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 
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“In the library, | 

Fl agmic-t-m CoMel sleles1-) 
FV aWa olele) @-lalemit-]a' 
reading.” 

— 10-year-old boy 


“| believe that she 
explores herself more 
when she reads books 
ico) am iUlaMm Mal-Jamal-le 
imagination meets 
ig=\-\e (onal i 

— Father, 14-year-old girl 


SPOTLIGHT: Sources for Finding Books 


Eight in ten children (82%) cite one of their parents as someone from 
whom they get ideas about which books to read for fun, while many 
also turn to teachers, librarians, and friends. 


People From Whom Children Get Ideas About Which Books to Read for Fun 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


Teacher or librarian 
Friends 

Grand-parents 

Brothers, sisters, cousins 


Other grown-ups/adults 


QKA4S. Please choose all of the people from whom you get ideas about which books to read for fun. 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country's English-speaking 
population with access to the Internet. 
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The Power of Independent 


nX=r-(e || ale la esyetaleye)| 


= a 
/ To 
say their class or school has a who read independently as a class or school 
DESIGNATED TIME DURI NG THE say it’s one of their favourite parts of the day or 
SCHOOL DAY TO READ A BOOK Nie OUED 
of their choice independently HAPPEN MORE OFTEN 
ONLY 11% do this every or almost every school day THE NUMBER ONE REASON WHY: 


They like to share books and read with friends 


4 | 


Love or like reading 


books for fun a lot 84% vs. 78% 


Cr 


Agree that reading books for fun 
is extremely or very important 


man an8 So ee 
aan ann oe Youve 6 


eoceceereece ese eee see eee see eee eee eee eee es 


Feel kids their age should read 
books for fun 5—7 days a week 


Children who are given time for 
Take (=) eX-Valo(-Vals reading at Yel alofe)| @re ee 


more likely than those who are not to: Be frequent readers, reading . : 
books for fun 5-7 days a week 39% vs. 25% 


SECTION IV: 


What Kids Want in Books 


Children’s favourite books—and the ones they are most likely to finish— 
are the ones they pick out themselves. 


Children’s Agreement with Statements 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


“My favourite books are the ones that “lam more likely to finish reading a 

| have picked out myself" book that | have picked out myself" 
Aged Aged Aged Aged Aged Aged Aged Aged 
6-8 9-11 12-14 A sy—aly/ 6-8 ala 12-14 15 S17) 


Total Kids ° Total Kids 8 6 ° 
8 6 % % 


QK15. Please say whether you agree a lot, agree a little, disagree a little or disagree a lot with each 
of the following statements. 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking 
population with access to the Internet. 
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Across all ages, an overwhelming majority of children (87%) say 
they would read more if they could find more books that they like. 


Children’s Agreement with Statement: 
“| would read more if | could find more books that | like.” 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


89% 86x 
ce) 
87% 
Aged Aged Aged Aged 
6-8 9-11 12-14 15-17 


QK15. Please say whether you agree a lot, agree a little, disagree a little, or disagree 
a lot with each of the following statements. 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s 
English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 
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107 


of kids aged 6—17 agree: 


"| feel proud and 
have a Sense Of 
FYocecolaalelerialsat-vals 
when | finish 
a=t- lel] ale iM ete\e) au 


i Me (-\ a von (--] gave) 

eat lanmaliace fire lare, 
after reading can 

Fl tome lelUt-Mellic-la-al' 
things with friends.” 
Sel WAV -t-]erol(oMe] lat 


Boys and girls equally agree that they would read more if they could 
find books that they like. 


Children’s Agreement with Statement: 
“| would read more if | could find more books that | like” 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


Boys 


Girls 


Aged Aged Aged 
6-8 9-11 12-14 


Total Boys 8 8 ° 
7 


Aged Aged Aged Aged 
6-8 9-11 12-14 15-17 


Total Girls ° 
86% 


QK15. Please say whether you agree a lot, agree a little, disagree a little or disagree a lot with each 


of the following statements. 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking 


population with access to the Internet. 
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“| feel all parents 

should take an interest 

Tama=t-lel late xem dar-1s 
Meanwhile, about half of parents (52%) say their child has trouble children follow suit.” 
finding books they like. — Father, 9-year-old boy 


Parents’ Agreement with Statement: 
“My child has trouble finding books he/she likes” 
Base: Parents of Children Aged 6-17 


55% 55% 
46 
ce) 
5 2 7 
Aged Aged Aged Aged 
6-8 9-11 12-14 15-17 


QP35. Please indicate whether you agree strongly, agree somewhat, disagree somewhat or disagree 
strongly with each of the following statements. 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s 
English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 


51 | WHAT KIDS WANT IN BOOKS 


ms dal-ama=s-lellale, 

becomes fun, it will 

become part of life for 

my child. Only then Further, three-quarters of parents (75%) say they themselves need 


will she retain the help finding books their child likes. 
knowledge in books.” 


— Father, 13-year-old girl 


Parents’ Agreement with Statement: 
“| need help finding books my child likes” 
Base: Parents of Children Aged 6-17 


73%. tds 74, 74, 
fe) 
75 % 


Aged Aged Aged Aged 
6-8 ela 12-14 15-17, 


QP35. Please indicate whether you agree strongly, agree somewhat, disagree somewhat or disagree 
strongly with each of the following statements. 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s 
English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 
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Children are split as to whether they enjoy series or single books 
more, but about one-third (35%) prefer fiction to nonfiction. 


Types of Books Children Prefer 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


@ Usually part of a series @ Mostly fiction 
@ Usually not part of a series @ Mostly nonfiction 
@ | like both equally @ | like both equally 


Series vs. Not Fiction vs. Nonfiction 


QK19a/b. Please complete the sentence with the one answer that sounds most like you. 
The books | enjoy the most are... 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country's 
English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 
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ma Xt-Tel late Malelali(eis(oy al 
teaches me new 
Vo) ce k-ar- Tales -1tvom «-r-[e| 
about some great 
experiences that 
inspire me.” 

— 12-year-old girl 


“Reading gives mea 
sense of relaxation.” 
— 14-year-old boy 


Above all, children want books that make them laugh. 


Things Children Look for When Picking Out a Book to Read for Fun 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


Make me laugh Teach me Let me use my — Have characters Have amystery or Tella true story 
something new imagination | wish | could problem to solve (nonfiction) 
be like* 
Have characters Tella Are about things Have characters Are a little Let me forget 
that look like me made-up story | experience in who are in love scary about real life 
(fiction) my life for a while 


QK16. What do you look for when picking out a book for fun? Please select all that apply, as long as they are 
true for you. 


*Full item text read: “Have characters | wish | could be like because they're smart, strong or brave.” 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country's English-speaking population 
with access to the Internet. 
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Older children are more likely than younger kids to want books that 
have a mystery or problem to solve or are a little scary. 


Things Children Look for When Picking Out a Book to Read for Fun 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


Aged 6-11 @ Aged 12-17 


58x 
45x 43x 47 
| | | | | 
Make me laugh Teach me Let me use Have characters Haveamystery Tella true story 
something new my imagination | wish | could or problem (nonfiction) 
be like* to solve 
7 
| | | | | 
Have characters Tella Are about things — Have characters Let me forget Are a little scary 
that look like me made-up story | experience in who areinlove about real life for 
(fiction) my life a while 


QK16. What do you look for when picking out a book for fun? Please select all that apply, as long as they are true for you. 
*Full item text read: "Have characters | wish | could be like because they're smart, strong or brave.” 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country's English-speaking population with 
access to the Internet. 
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“Reading makes me 

io) ce[-1ar-] ole] Uim atm llicmiol 
a while.” 

—17-year-old girl 


Girls are more likely than boys to want books that make them laugh 
and let them use their imaginations; otherwise, boys and girls have 
very similar taste in books. 


Things Children Look for When Picking Out a Book to Read for Fun 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


Boys Girls 
66% 2 
Ly 27 
j 
| | | | 
Make me laugh Teach me Have amystery Have characters Let me use Tell a true story 
something new or problem | wish | could my imagination (nonfiction) 
to solve be like* 
32% 31x 
Ye 
0. }. . | | | | | 
£ kid d 12-17 Have characters Tella Are about things — Have characters Let me forget Are a little scary 
OM NSIT 2 [S ie acy that look like me made-up story | experience in who areinlove about real life for 
the person Wate) (fiction) my life a while 
does the best QK16. What do you look for when picking out a book for fun? Please select all that apply, as long as they are true for you. 
Ko) oorm )(o.dlale) 
out lefyete) 43 on eryel Full item text read: “Have characters | wish | could be like because they're smart, strong or brave. 
for ital iS “Me, a NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking population with 


access to the Internet. 


compared with 11% 
of kids aged 6-11. 
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“| love to see my child 
ry ot-vatelfaremelant-ma=r-lellale| 
fe Lotoye Ml elele) <a 
What parents want in books for their children is often the same as ie Det te veo oldu! 
what kids want for themselves. 


Comparison of Things Children Want in Books to Things 
Parents Want in Books for Their Kids 


Base: Children Aged 6-17 and Parents of Children Aged 6-17 


@ Kids @ Parents 


53% 
43% 
32x 32x Los 
7 
| | 


62% 


Make me Make my Have Provide Have Have Are about Are about 
laugh child laugh characters role models characters characters things | experiences 

| wish | could that inspire that look that look experience my child 

be like* my child like me like my child in my life has in life 


QK16. What do you look for when picking out a book for fun? 
QP37. Which of the following are the types of books you need help finding/wish there were more of for your child? 
*Full item text read: “Have characters | wish | could be like because they're smart, strong or brave.” 


NOTE: Items that are in-kind between the parents’ and children’s survey are shown in chart. All data presented in the Kids & Family 
Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country's English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 
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mCl-ladialeMelalivelc-lamce) 
read books is the need 
of the hour.” 

— Father, 8-year-old girl 


Parents are most likely to encourage their children to read by giving 
them books as gifts and letting them choose books from the school 
book fair or book club flyer. 


Things Parents Do to Encourage Their Child to Read Books for Fun 
Base: Parents of Children Aged 6-17 


Give books Let my child Suggest books Reward my Always have — Take my child Build reading 
as gifts choose books _ that | think my child for print books tothe bookshop into my child's 
from school — child willenjoy reading books in home to browse books routine 
book fair/book 
club flyer (Net) 


Take my child Read the same Make ebooks Put limits Use book-based Work with my 
to the library books so my available onscreentime movies or TV child's teacher 
to browse child and | can shows to get my _ to find books 
books talk about the books child interested 
in books 


QP39. Which of the following do you currently do to encourage your child to read books for fun? 


NOTE: The net item combines “school book fair” and “school book club flyer." All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, 
India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 
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a UW arot al CoB oX-1alekmanle) a= 
disat-ma-rlellare mare maal-is 
she can read herself.” 

Parents’ strategies to encourage reading shift with age. elemsr e-yearcouair 


Things Parents Do to Encourage Their Child to Read Books for Fun 
Base: Parents of Children Aged 6-17 


80 


70 


@ Suggest books that | think my child will enjoy 
60 
@ Reward my child for reading books 


50 —=— @ Read the same books so my child and | can 
eee @ Use book-based movies or TV shows to get 
a my child interested in books 
30 —— 


i ee 
20 aii @ Make ebooks available 
10 
0% 
Aged 6-8 Aged 9-11 Aged 12-14 Aged 15-17 


QP39. Which of the following do you currently do to encourage your child to read books for fun? 


NOTE: Select items shown in chart. All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s 
English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 
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“The more she uses 
= (=Yotd cola) (ome (=\V,(eC=s-omn da (=) 
less she concentrates 


on reading books. And Six in ten parents (60%) prefer that their children read print books 
yet we need a balance when reading for fun; this is especially true among parents of 


of both to survive children aged 6-8. 
in this competitive 


world.” 


— Father, 6-year-old girl 


Parents’ Book Preferences for Their Child: Print Books vs. eBooks 
Base: Parents of Children Aged 6-17 


Prefer print books @ Prefer ebooks @ No preference 


Aged Aged Aged Aged 
6-8 ila 12-14 15 S17 


QP16. How would you prefer your child read books for fun? 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking population 
with access to the Internet. 
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SPOTLIGHT: 


Print Books in a Digital World 


More than six in ten children (64%) have read an ebook; this likelihood 
increases with age. 


Percentage of Children Who Have Read an eBook 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


Have read an ebook @ Have not read an ebook 


Aged Aged Aged Aged 
. 6-8 9-11 12-14 15-17 
Total Kids 


QK6a. Have you read an ebook? By “ebook” we mean a digital book or story that is read on an ebook 
reader, a tablet, another kind of handheld device (like a smartphone) or a computer. 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking 
population with access to the Internet. 
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mM at-mellelie-lMuvelacemuyiitl 
fo) ot-Jamdal-mivre)a (eM comal-1g 
am <-1cat Mo) ma-t-lellale) 
books.” 

— Father, 2-year-old girl 


vis 
O 
of parents with kids 


aged 6-17 


have personally 
ig=y¥-Lei-1aM=)elele).@ 


SPOTLIGHT: Print Books in a Digital World 


Children are mostly reading ebooks at home. 


Places Children Read eBooks 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


At home 54 
At the library 18% 
At school 15x 
At a friend’s house 15x 


QK28. When you read ebooks, do you read them... 


NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country's English-speaking 
population with access to the Internet. 


62 | KIDS & FAMILY READING REPORT 


More than four in ten children who have read an ebook (44%) prefer 
to read print books, with children aged 6-8 being particularly likely 
to say So. 


How Children Prefer to Read Books: Print vs. eBooks 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 Who Have Read an eBook 


Prefer print books @ Prefer ebooks @ No preference 


Aged Aged Aged Aged 
6-8 9-11 12-14 15-17 


QK29b. In general, would you rather read... 


NOTE: Data in this chart are among the 64% of children who have read an ebook. All data presented in the Kids & Family 
Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 
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“It gives him a break 
from real life, plus he 
gets time away from 
L\-Tol al ato) (ole )\ Am 

— Guardian, 15-year-old boy 


SPOTLIGHT: Print Books in a Digital World 


The vast majority of children (80%) agree: they will always want to 
read print books, even though there are ebooks available. 


Children’s Agreement with Statement: “I'll always want to read books 
printed on paper even though there are ebooks available” 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 


80x 


Aged Aged Aged Aged 
6-8 9-11 12-14 15-17 


QK15. Please say whether you agree a lot, agree a little, disagree a little, or disagree 


a lot with each of the following statements. 
‘@) NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, India Edition represent the country’s 
fe) English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 


of parents with kids 
Veor-Xo i otean War- Tale Mm aale) 
lar WAM a=¥- Le t-V a=) Lele) at hi 
that they prefer 
el alala cleo) @aiely 
dalam el-1aXe) al-]@a-r-lellalep 
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Among children who have not read an ebook, six in ten (60%) express 
an interest in reading ebooks. 


Interest in Reading eBooks 
Base: Children Aged 6-17 Who Have Not Read an eBook 


@ Yes, | am interested in reading ebooks 


@ No, | am not interested in reading ebooks 


56% 


of children aged 6-17 
say they have not read 
an ebook 


QK6b. Are you interested in reading books [ADDED FOR KIDS AGED 6-8: or stories] on any of the types 
of electronic devices mentioned in the last question? 


NOTE: Data in this chart are among the 36% of kids who have not read an ebook. All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading 
Report™, India Edition represent the country's English-speaking population with access to the Internet. 
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68% 


of kids aged 12-14 
who have not read an 
ebook say 
they are interested 
Tam a=y-lellare m=) elere) oe 
sale) comyomvat-lalr-la\aeltal-16 
age group. 


me (-1a CoeJol-lalo, 
quality time with her 
and inspire her love 
fo) i c-t-\e lL ale mm 

— Mother, 10-year-old girl 


Home libraries are composed of far more print books than ebooks. 
Just about four in ten parents (42%) who say there are print books in 
the home say these are predominantly books for children; the same 
applies for ebooks in the home. 


Percentage of Children’s vs. 
Adult Books in Home 


Average Number of Print Base: Parents of Children Aged 6-17 
and eBooks in Home Who Say There Are Print Books and 
Base: Parents of Children Aged 6-17 eBooks in Their Home 


@ Mostly adult books 
@ An even mix of both 
@ Mostly children’s books 


89 15 


Print books eBooks 
Print books eBooks 
QP54. How many print books are in your home? QP56. Which describes your print book collection best? 
QP55. How many ebooks does your family own? QP57. Which describes your ebook collection best? 
NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, NOTE: All data presented in the Kids & Family Reading Report™, 
India Edition represent the country’s English-speaking population India Edition represent the country's English-speaking population 
with access to the Internet. with access to the Internet. 
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BOOKS OR SERIES 6-8 YEAR-OLD CHILDREN 
CONSIDER THEIR VERY FAVOURITE 


Diary of a Wimpy Kid 
Gulliver's Travels Akbar Birbal 
Champak 


Pa Nn ch ata nt fa Comics Experiments with Truth 


The Magic School Bus 
Doraemon The Jungle Book 


Barbie Books 


QK12. What book or series would you say is your very favourite? 
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BOOKS OR SERIES 9-11 YEAR-OLD CHILDREN 
CONSIDER THEIR VERY FAVOURITE 


Gulliver's Travels Tintin 


Akbar Birbal 
Chhota Bheem Goosebumps Champak 


Nancy Drew Geronimo Stilton 


Alice in Wonderlan Chacha Chaudhary The Jungle Book 
Cinderella Amar Chitra Katha 


Panchatantra 


QK12. What book or series would you say is your very favourite? 
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BOOKS OR SERIES 12-14 YEAR-OLD CHILDREN 
CONSIDER THEIR VERY FAVOURITE 


Harry Potter 


Nancy Drew The Jungle Book Gulliver's Travels 
Enid Blyton Panchatantra The Hunger Games 


Geronimo Stilton ("s2c2.comics 


iAtin Arabian Nights Goosebumps 
Tintin 7 Sherlock Holmes 


QK12. What book or series would you say is your very favourite? 
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BOOKS OR SERIES 15-17 YEAR-OLD CHILDREN 
CONSIDER THEIR VERY FAVOURITE 


Agatha Christie 
The Amazing Book is Not on Fire Enid Blyton 
Sherlock Holmes 


Tom and Jerry GK Books 


Percy Jackson |, . unger Games 


Comics Goosebumps 


Harry Potter 


QK12. What book or series would you say is your very favourite? 


What Kids Want In Books 


When Reading for Fun, Kids Aged 6—17 Say 4H ea 
ave cnaracters 


THEY WANT BOOKS THAT: | AZ», | wish | could be like 


because they're 


( } OO } | | smart t, stror 1g or br ave 


45° Have a mystery or 
Ma ke me laugh % problem to solve 


Teach me 55 
° ° 
55x something new ri Zo ‘ella'true story 


CD 


4 ie of kids aged 6-17 say 
= Let me use | My favourite books 
ese 45% my imagination 86x are the ones that | 

: have picked out myself. 


Kids Aged 6-8 Kids Aged 9-11 Kids Aged 12-14 Kids Aged 15-17 

Are more likely than Are more likely than Are more likely than Are more likely than younger 
older kids to want: younger and older kids who are younger kids to want: books that 
books that make kids to want: books to want: books that let them forget about real life 
them laugh that tell a true story are a little scary for a while and that have smart, 


strong or brave characters 


Favourites: Harry Potter, Favourites: Harry Potter, Favourites: Harry Potter, Favourites: Harry Potter, 
Tintin, Panchatantra Comics, Geronimo Stilton Geronimo Stilton, Comics Comics, Goosebumps 


APPENDIX A: 


Study Methodology 


> The study was managed and fielded by YouGov, using their panel of India-based respondents. 


> The sample consisted of parents with children aged 6-17 who first completed a series of questions before passing the 
survey on to one randomly selected child in the target age range. Additionally, a sample of parents of children aged 0-5 
completed the parent-focused portion of the survey. 


> 701 pairs of children and adults from the same household completed the survey, along with 350 parents of children 
aged O-5. 


> The survey was fielded between 23 September 2015 and 1 October 2015. 


> Final data on household characteristics including parents’ gender, region, and income were examined against data about 
Internet penetration in India generally and were found to align so that no sample balancing was needed. It is important to 
note that, as with any online survey of the Indian population, only about 27% of the population are considered “Internet 
users,’* and these users skew wealthier, more male, and more urban than the general population of India.** The data 
presented in this report should thus be viewed in light of these facts. 


*https://www.techinasia.com/india-move-236-million-mobile-internet-users-2016/ 
**http://www.ibtimes.com/india-have-second-largest-internet-user-base-does-mean-better-access-1726711 
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APPENDIX A: 


Additional Study Methodology 


> Some survey language was modified in age-appropriate ways to ensure comprehension among children aged 6-8. 


> Children aged 6-8 were not asked some survey questions also due to comprehension limitations and limitations on the 
length of a survey appropriate for 6—8 year-olds. 


> Parents were invited to help young children read the survey but they were asked to allow children to independently 
answer all questions. At the end of the survey, children were asked to record the degree to which a parent helped them 
with the survey. Consistent with prior research, an analysis comparing the responses of children with and without parental 
involvement showed no significant differences. 


> Close to nine in ten (87%) adults interviewed were the parent of the child interviewed. Therefore, throughout this report, we 
refer to adult respondents as “parents.” 


> Data may not sum to 100% due to rounding. 
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APPENDIX B: 


Demographics of the Sample 


Age of Child Respondents lm olU R=) aXe) (ol larexoyani=) x-Va=1 0) © °) im On Wa (-F-1 oO) (0 [3 


6-8 25% Less than 3 lakh 14% 
9-11 25% 3-5 lakh 21% 
12-14 25% 5-8 lakh 26% 
15-17 25% More than 8 lakh 35% 


Boys Aged 6-17 Relationship of Adult Parents of 0-17 Year-Olds 
ISX=x-J ool ale (=Tal acon Ola} | Ke) 
Girls Aged 6-17 
Parent (Net) 87% 
Mother 39% 
Father 48% 
Other Guardian (Net) 13% 
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APPENDIX C: 


Subgroup Sample Sizes 


Xe {=me) M@lal iol X-1-4 ele) ave(-Val ey Nolo} M@l ali Ce aX -s-J oLedale(-VaheMu i dallamer-lalel-Ve 


Total 701 Boys Aged 6-8 87 
6-8 175 Girls Aged 6-8 88 
9-11 175 Boys Aged 9-11 87 
12-14 175 Girls Aged 9-11 88 
15-17 176 Boys Aged 12-14 87 

Girls Aged 12-14 88 
eT-Vare(-V are) m Ola] | Colma C-sJ eXeyale(-1a a3 
Boys Aged 15-17 88 

Boys Aged 6-17 349 ; 

Girls Aged 15-17 88 

Girls Aged 6-17 352 

Age of Child that Parents Answered About 
Parents of Children Aged 0-17 1051 
Parents of Children Aged 0-5 350 
Parents of Children Aged 0-2 175 
Parents of Children Aged 3-5 175 
Parents of Children Aged 6-17 701 
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APPENDIX C: 


Subgroup Sample Sizes (continued) 


Reading Frequency of Child Aged 6-17 Children Aged 6-17 Who Read Independenily 
with Their Class or School 
Frequent Readers 


(read books for fun 5-7 days a week) 227 Total 355 
Moderately Frequent Readers Boys 183 
(read books for fun 1-4 days a week) 420 Girls 170 


Infrequent Readers 


(read books for fun less than 1 day a week) 54 Children Aged 6-17 Who Have Read an eBook 


Total 450 
X-t-Vollale Mm ala-vel0(-lalavme) MOLal ICOM Aidallawate i=) 
6-8 94 
Frequent Readers Aged 6-11 113 9-11 104 
Infrequent Readers Aged 6-11 22 12-14 119 
Frequent Readers Aged 12-17 114 15-17 133 
Infrequent Readers Aged 12-17 32 
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To view the report online, visit 
VVAVVAUASel alole-Isidlomevomlalsa=t-lellalela-1 ele) at 


All photos © ImagesBazaar.com. 
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